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I Enter the Vastness  
of the Plain

5th June 06

right on cue
it rains all day long 
I relax
at last it’s winter
sodden boots   gloves   eyes

so many 
red-red-red rosellas
I wouldn’t see
quite as clearly as this
but for an overcast sky

6th June 06

in the scrub
preparing to bloom
more buds swell
can I hope for much more—
you are back on morphine

I enter
the vastness of the plain
within myself
that howling of a bleak wind
constant as your suffering
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in your own dim night
you have brought me a gift
of darkness
I had no other way 
of knowing how to unwrap

still holding leaves
oaks straggle into winter
reluctantly
too soon at the end
of this tanka journey
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