The Heart Takes Wing

selected poems from

Straggling into Winter

Poetry by Kathy Kituai
Music by Nitya Bernard Parker
IP Digital

Brisbane




IP Digital

an imprint of IP (Interactive Publications Pty Ltd)
Treetop Studio * 9 Kuhler Court

Carindale, Queensland, Australia 4152
sales@ipoz.biz

ipoz.biz/IPD/IPD.htm

First published by IP as text in 2007 as Straggling into Winter
Published by IP Digital as an Audio + Text CD in 2008 as 7he Heart Takes Wing
© Kathy Kituai and Nitya Bernard Parker, 2008

All rights reserved. Without limiting the rights under copyright reserved above, no
part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in or introduced into a retrieval
system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means (electronic, mechanical,
photocopying, recording or otherwise), without the prior written permission of

the copyright owner and the publisher of this CD.

National Library of Australia Cataloguing-in-Publication entry

Author: Kituai, Kathy.

Title: The heart takes wing [electronic resource] / Kathy Kituai.
ISBN: 9781921479120 (CD-ROM or DVD-ROM)

Subjects: Cancer--Poetry.

Dewey Number: A821.3



In memory of Rose-Mary Slade Swan



Acknowledgements

Jacket Design: David Reiter

Cover Image: Deborah Faeyrglenn, “Spring”, acrylic paint and pencil, 19
x 24cm

Author Photos: Deborah Faeyrglenn

We are grateful to Rose-Mary Slade Swan, who read the original
manuscript, Straggling into Winter, often in doctor’s waiting rooms
toward the end of her life in December 2006. She not only shared books on
haiku and tanka with Kathy, she dreamed of taking part in the creation of
Straggling into Winter, Kathy as poet, Rose as graphic artist. This was not
to come about.

Many tanka in this collection received highly commended awards or were
commended in Yellow Moon tanka competitions. “who wouldve thought”
was The Editor’s Choice in Ribbons, Autumn issue 2006. Different versions
of various tanka are published in USA, UK and Australia in Eucalypt,
Modern English Tanka Press (1anka Society of America), Mohammed

H. Siddiqui, Ribbons, Wisteria, Red Lights, Paper Wasp, Yellow Moon,
Stylus and Environment Victoria.



Also by Kathy Kituai
Poetry
In Two Minds (Modern English Press) co-author Amelia Fielden, 2008
You could bottle it! (CD limited edition) exhibition for Weereewa, a festival of a lake 2002
The lace-maker (Aberrant Genotype Press), 1998
Green-shut-green (Polonius), and casserte, 1994
Anthologies

There is no mystery! (Ginninderra Press) editor and collator, 1999

Red cat country (Ginninderra Press) collator and editor with Robert Verdon, 1998
Our Time But Not Our Place (Melbourne University) editor with Bourke, Holzknecht,
Roach, 1993

Children’s picture book

When we all go to Nan’s house (Canberra Division of Engineers Australia), with illustrator
Kathleen McCann 1996

Radio

The Banabans (NBC Papua New Guinea), a four part dramatised documentary for radio,
1984

Also by Nitya Bernard Parker

Music

Breath of Love, 1996


















T Enter the Vastrness
of the Plan

sth June 06

right on cue

it rains all day long

I relax

at last it’s winter

sodden boots gloves eyes

so many
red-red-red rosellas

I wouldn’t see

quite as clearly as this
but for an overcast sky

th Jene 06

in the scrub

preparing to bloom

more buds swell

can I hope for much more —
you are back on morphine

I enter
the vastness of the plain
within myself

that howling of a bleak wind

constant as your suffering
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in your own dim night

you have brought me a gift
of darkness

I had no other way

of knowing how to unwrap

still holding leaves

oaks straggle into winter
reluctantly

too soon at the end

of this tanka journey
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